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AVIAN INFLUENZA (H5 and H7) PROCLAMATION 
 
 

 WHEREAS, Virginia poultry growers and owners have experienced significant 
economic losses from low pathogenic Avian Influenza, and 
 
 WHEREAS, low pathogenic Avian Influenza outbreak eradication efforts and 
indemnity payments have been costly to the federal government and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and 
 
 WHEREAS, another serious outbreak of low pathogenic Avian Influenza could 
threaten the future of the Virginia poultry industry, then 
 
 Pursuant to the authority of Chapter 27 of the Code of Virginia, Article 1.1, 
§3.1.741.4, the following testing requirements are implemented: 
 
 Except as provided below no person may bring or ship to Virginia any chicken, 
turkey, waterfowl, game bird or other avian species that is susceptible to Avian 
Influenza (hereby referred to as subject avian species), or hatching egg unless: 
 

1.  The subject avian species or hatching egg is first tested and found negative 
for avian influenza (H5 and H7), or comes from a flock that has first been tested 
(20 birds per house minimum, or for flocks of 500 or less, 20 birds per flock 
minimum as long as all houses and pens are represented) and found negative for 
avian influenza (H5 and H7), within 10 days before the subject avian species or 
hatching egg enters Virginia; and  

2. The results of the test for avian influenza are recorded on a health certificate 
signed by an accredited veterinarian in the state of origin or on a report issued by 
a laboratory approved by any state or federal animal health authority.  

In testing for Avian Influenza, the accredited veterinarian shall use only the AGID, 
ELISA, Directigen, PCR or virus isolation test methods in a laboratory approved by a 
state or federal animal health authority.                        

 

 

 



 Nothing in this proclamation shall apply to: 

1.  Any subject avian species or hatching egg passing directly through Virginia to 
another state without being removed from its primary container;  

2. Any hatching egg, day-old chicken, day-old game bird, or day-old turkey, so 
long as the flock from which the hatching egg, day-old chicken, day-old game 
bird, or day-old turkey originates participates in the National Poultry Improvement 
Plan's Avian Influenza Clean Program, to include the Auxiliary Provisions 
included in USDA/APHIS Proposed Rule, Docket No. 03-017-1, May 23, 2003; or  

3.  Any broiler less than 70 days of age going directly to slaughter. 

4.  Pigeons, doves, finches, and psittacine birds. 

 

This proclamation shall remain in effect until rescinded by written notice from this 
office. 

 

 

 

   Donald W. Butts, DVM 
   State Veterinarian 
   Virginia Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services 
    

 
 
 

      
    
 
 

Effective:  July 3, 2003    
    

     


